
2011 Harrington Charbono, Fratelli Vineyard, Santa Clara Valley

Variety:
Charbono was brought to California by settlers in the 1800s and was planted extensively throughout 
the state, most notably in the Santa Clara Valley. Now rare in state with only 80 acres of Charbono 
under cultivation, most of the wine is blended into larger lots to improve color and flavor. This bottling 
is 100% Charbono.

Charbono has been genetically matched to Corbeau, an uncommon French grape variety from the 
French Alps region of Savoie. Also known in France as Douce Noire or Charbonneau.

Vineyard:
Located on a gravelly riverbank of the Uvas Creek in the Santa Cruz Mountains, the Fratelli Vineyard is 
a perfect site to grow wine grapes. Native California grapes were already well-established along 
Uvas Creek when the first Missionaries arrived, hence the name “uvas”, which is “grape” in Spanish. 
These well-drained, sand and stone soils, coupled with the warm days and cool nights of the region, 
provide the Charbono grape with the ideal circumstances to thrive.   

Tasting Note:
A blackish purple color. Vibrant aromas of wild berries, clove, exotic spice, tobacco leaf and a hint 
of smoke. Richly textured and full bodied wine with flavors of blueberry, black cherry, mulberry, plum 
sauce and cassis. A wine with modest alcohol and firm acidity. Finishes bone dry with lingering dried 
cherry, earth and leather notes.

Pairing:
Grilled beef/lamb, hearty stews, mushrooms, roast pork, venison, sharp cheeses

Winemaking:
This Charbono was produced with unique premium Pinot Noir protocols: night/dawn harvesting of 
grapes to preserve delicate aromatics, three day cold soaks with dry ice, native yeast fermentations, 
hand punchdowns, tannin management, gentle pressing, French barrels, lees stirring and no racking.
 
Harvest:  
October 20, 2011

Numbers:
 Brix:  20.5
 TA:  .75
 pH:  3.47
 Alcohol:  13.2%
 Yeast:   Native yeast, BRL97
 Clones:  NA
 Cooperage: Neutral French: Billon
 Barrel duration: 10 months
 Cases produced: 20
 Bottled: August, 2012 
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